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NSSRF’s Mission:
To support the mission of Northern 
Suburban Special Recreation 
Association (NSSRA) by raising 
and granting supplemental funding. 

NSSRA’s Mission:
To enrich the lives of people 
with disabilities in our partner 
communities through quality 
recreation services.

Northern Suburban Special 
Recreation Foundation

NSSRF is a 501©(3) non-profit 
organization. Donations to NSSRF 
are tax deductible to the extent 
allowed by law.

NSSRF Board of Directors
Terry Porter, President
Robynn Medansky, Vice President
Mitchell L. Slotnick, Treasurer
Sue Hartemayer, Secretary

Ed Bettenhausen
Ron Fowler
Greg Kavanaugh
Rick La Chapelle

There are many ways to make an impact. Please let us know if 
you would like to help us meet our mission. 
Contact Susie Julison at (847) 509-9400 or sjulison@nssra.org.

news from NSSRF

Created in 1997,  Northern Suburban Special Recreation 
Foundation (NSSRF) supports NSSRA by:

•	 Providing financial assistance for participants and their 
families who are in need.

•	 Granting the funds to purchase specially equipped vehicles 
to transport participants to programs.

•	 Sponsoring several special events allowing the participants 
and their families to attend for free or at a reduced rate.

•	 Providing ongoing support for the growing demand for new 
services and programs offered by NSSRA.

Spring 2014

Dan Peterson
Barry Slotnick
John Thissen

Scholarships
Each year NSSRF raises funds to create opportunities for those in financial 
need who desire to participate in NSSRA recreation and leisure programs. 
Over 420  scholarships were awarded in 2013. To fulfill increased needs, 
NSSRF’s fundraising goal for 2014 is $30,000.

Transportation
NSSRA provided over 10,000 rides for all ages and abilities in 2013. This 
year NSSRF plans to purchase two vehicles, an additional accessible vehicle 
and a minivan.

Volunteers & Part-Time Staff Needed 
Help us spread the word! NSSRA is looking for part-time and volunteer talent 
to help facilitate recreation programming experiences for children, teens 
and adults. Part-time staff can work as few as two hours per week to as much as a full forty hour week 
during the summerx. There are many meaningful opportunities close to home. 

Call the NSSRA office at (847) 509-9400 or visit us at www.nssra.org/jobs.

Interested in part-time employment? 
Contact Darleen Negrillo, Manager of Human Resources, at hr@nssra.org.

Want to share your talents, skills and abilities as a volunteer?  
Contact Emily Vermeer at evermeer@nssra.org 



Meet Our New Board Members

RON FOWLER
Ron Fowler became familiar with NSSRA when his son, Sam, began enjoying NSSRA programs. He 
and his wife Kim have two children, Sam, and an older daughter, Taylor.

“NSSRA is meaningful because I get to the see the benefit it provides to Sam and our family. Knowing 
that so many other families benefit as well makes it even more meaningful to me. We are very fortunate 
to have resources to help Sam, but we know others may not, so working to help NSSRF offset costs for 
NSSRA is important to me.”

“I am excited because I think I can bring new ideas and energy to the board.  I have many corporate and 
personal relationships that I hope to leverage to bring in new volunteers and additional donations.”
 
Ron likes to play and watch sports (Cubs and Red Sox) and  karaoke (though he says, “not very well!” 
probably like most of us). Ron plays softball in the summer and likes amusement/water parks, even 
more than his kids!

Slotnick Family: Barry & Natalie with Mitchell & Valerie, brother Jay 
and children Ben and Carly.

JOHN THISSEN
John has been a management consultant for the past 17 years, and currently works for North 
Highland.  He focuses on helping finance leadership enhance their operations, processes, 
reporting, and performance.  Prior to this, he was the CFO of a government agency.  

“We’ve been involved with NSSRA for the past six years.  Our family lives in Glenview, and our eight 
year old daughter Maeve has been a ‘Super User’ of NSSRA’s great services.  Maeve’s mom Joy, brother 
Jack and sister Molly love to see Maeve so happy and engaged, and we are all grateful that she has 
such a positive outlet for her boundless energy.  As a family, we love to travel, which can be a unique 
exercise with Maeve along for the journey.  We have included some of Maeve’s NSSRA caretakers to 
help us with various outings and adventures, which brings a nice level of stability and continuity to 
our travels.”

“NSSRA has become an essential element and source of support for our family. Not only has it given 
Maeve a sense of community and connectivity with her peers, but it has provided us invaluable respite 
from her significantly challenging care.  NSSRA makes Maeve feel special, and every person she has 
interacted with has shown her love, respect, and care.  It’s hard to imagine how we would have fared 
without NSSRA being in our lives these past six years.”  

“Joining NSSRF has given me an opportunity to contribute my ideas and energy towards continually 
improving the organization.  I’ve enjoyed the proactive collaboration and collegiality, 

    and feel like we are positioning the organization for great success.”

BARRY SLOTNICK
Barry Slotnick graduated from Northwestern University in 1993 and the 
Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern in 2000. He owns a fitness-
equipment business, Varisport, which he started shortly after graduation. In 
addition to Varisport, he spent many years working and consulting in a student 
tour company owned by his family. 

Barry’s relationship with NSSRA began as the sibling of his brother Jay 
Slotnick, who has enjoyed programs for over 35 years! He has loved the good 
work that NSSRA does with his brother, and other special needs children 
and adults, helping them to feel included and a meaningful part of society.  
Barry feels that NSSRA is an invaluable organization and that the work the 
foundation does brings out the best in people and provides a higher quality of 

life for those with special needs. He is proud to represent NSSRF.  

Barry lives in Glencoe, IL, with his wife, Natalie, and children, Ben (8) and Carly (6).

John and Maeve

Ron and Sam

Thank You Sheilah Burnham!
We want to express our sincere thanks to Sheilah Burnham for her dedication and 
contributions as a Director on the NSSRF Board from 2009 – 2013 and her volunteer 
efforts for NSSRA.  For the past five years, Sheilah has selflessly shared her talents and 
expertise, most noteworthy was coordinating the creation of the NSSRA video in 2010 
that debuted at the Gala commemorating NSSRA’s 40th anniversary.  The video has 
been shown countless times to thousands of individuals.  

In addition, she launched NSSRA’s Facebook page, e-newsletter and has written 
countless press releases for both NSSRF and NSSRA events. Sheilah was awarded 
NSSRA’s Friend of the Year in 2010 to recognize her willingness to volunteer her time, 
knowledge and creativity to improve the marketing efforts of NSSRA and NSSRF.  
Today, there is increased awareness about NSSRA and NSSRF and a more positive 
public image due to Sheilah’s influence.  

ED BETTENHAUSEN
Ed is married with 5 children and 3 grandchildren. His banking career has spanned 35 years, 
beginning as a teller at his hometown bank to his current position at Northbrook Bank & Trust, a 
Wintrust Community Bank.

Having always enjoyed community involvement, Ed has worked for community banks throughout 
his career rather than national chain or investment banks. Ed has held leadership positions in the 
Northbrook Symphony Orchestra Board of Directors and Kiwanis Clubs in Florida and Illinois, as 
well as religious and fraternal organizations.

Ed likes being outdoors, especially if it involves bicycling, camping, hiking or skiing. He likes 
working with his hands and building things, like tree houses for his children. He holds a B.S. from 
the University of Illinois, an MBA from Governor’s State University and completed the Graduate 
School of Banking at Madison, Wisconsin.Ed



Upcoming Events THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS & DONORS OF 2013
Abt Electronics
Johnson Achetu
Kathleen Ackman
Genevieve Adsit
James & Wendy Alexander
Ron Amen
Susan Ardell
AT&T United Way Employee   
   Giving Campaign
AXA Foundation
David & Patricia Baeckelandt
Carrie Bailey
Libby and Ted Baker
Chuck & Marlene Balling 
Bank of America
Kate Bankston
Lester and Helen Barnett
Greg Baron
Roger and Margaret Baron
Mitchell Basson
John Bausch
Dan Bechtold
Bonnie Becker
Donald & Susan Bergsrud
Ron Bernardi 
Bess Hardware
Best Bus Sales
Ed Bettenhausen
Bill Biang
Jagmohan & Manjit Bhasin
Cameron Bielat
Binstein Family
BMO Harris 
Rick & Judy Bold
Katie Bonifazi
Robert Bourke
John & Mary Breen 
Howard Brenner 
Tom & Susan Bro 
BrunswickZone
Buchanan Family 
Matt & Sheilah Burnham
Gary & Susan Butman
Eileen Byrne
Jan Caron 
Call One
Campus Colors
Harkiran Chailertborisuth 
Chase  
Jasdeep & Priyadeep
   Chawla 
Cheng Family
Jon Chiarieri
Chicago Sky
Bridget Cienkus 
City of Highwood
City of Lake Forest
Barbara Clarke 
Bill Cline
David Comeau
Complete Cleaning 
David & Nancy Connelly
Connelly Foundation - Max
   Connelly
Ronald & Micki Coppel 
Scott & Leslie Cordes
Michael and Chris Cornell
Trent & Kimberly Cornell

Julia Coskran
Vivan Coticchia
Lisa Cotler 
Jane Crouth
Craig, Nicole & Lincoln Culp
Ed Curran
Custom Care Home Services
Brian Danaher 
Deerfield-Bannockburn
   Fire Protection District
Deerfield Lions Club 
Deerfield Park District
Jorge & Susan Del Castillo
David & Lisa Dickman
Natalia Dimitrienko
David & Joyce Dlugie
Kenneth, Suzanne & Daniel
   Doering
Jonathon Don 
Chris Donnelly
Keith & Ann Dronen
Alex Dunn
James & Mary Egan
Terry Jo Englund 
Entertainment Cruises
Julia Erickson
Dahlia Fahmy 
Amy Fallmer 
Roger Fein
Zvia Feingenbaum
Lisa Feller
Christopher Fisher 
Ron & Kim Fowler 
Jonah Frank
Paul & Mandi Frank 
Hubert & Elaine Frank
Betty S. & Robert B. Frank 
   Charitable Foundation
Dan Frankel
Jennifer Frankfurter - 
   Photography with Heart
Jennifer Fritzsche
Amy Garber
Sharon Garcia
Patrick & Elizabeth Garvey
Dennis & Lois Gates
Bruce & Sami Gershenhorn
Kelly Glauberman
Glencoe Park District
Glenview Park District
Glenview Women of Today 
Joseph Goldberg
Lori Goldberg
Joan Golder
Linda Goodman 
Harry Grace
Jonathon Graham
Rachel Gram
Graymatters Consulting, Ltd.
Mark Green & Marcia Cleveland
Sara Greenberg
Robert & Amy Greenebaum
Robert Grinko
Judith Grutzmacher
Andrew & Deborah Gross
Linda Gryziecki
Amy Haddad 
Ron & Debby Hahamy

Gregg & Sue Hartemayer
Lynette Hinch
Rodney & Linda Hinshaw 
Herb & Bonnie Horn 
House of Heat
Sherryl L. Huisman
Mike and Samira Hull
Alyssa Irgang
Kristen Jacobsen 
Mark & Catherine Japunitch  
Jim & Holly Jennings 
Jennings Chevrolet & 
   Volkswagen
Matthew & Andrea Johnson
Rick, & Susie Julison
David & Gerri Kahnweiler
Michael & Fern Kamen 
Mark & Kendra Karasik
Bob & Judy Kator
Bruce & Debbie Kaufman
Rich & Heidi Katz 
Greg & Janice Kavanaugh
Kenilworth Park District
Kenilworth United Fund 
Barbara Kent
John & Suzanne Kilner
Dave King 
Bob Kintz 
Tom Koestring
Davinderjit & Prabhmeet Kohli
Mandeep & Apneet  Kohli
Shaindel Kost
Katie Kotloski 
Mitchell & Sari Kovitz 
Ronald Labedz 
Rick & Dana La Chapelle
Lake Bluff Park District 
Lambrecht’s Jewelers 
Lauterbach and Amen 
Leahy Family  
Sam & Judy Legittino 
Lettuce Entertain You
Jim & Lisa Levitas
Leviton Family Foundation
Steve & Lisa Levy 
John Lewis
Terry Livingston & 
   Debra Cafaro
Ronald & June Lobert
Ed Loeb
Charles & Margery Lowry 
Alan & Rhoda Maslov
David & Victoria Masters
Bert Maxon  
Kathleen McCabe
Patrick McCarthy
Amanda McDonald
Kathleen McEnroe
Donald & Nancy McNair 
Keith & Robynn Medansky 
Merrill Lynch Private Banking 
   and Investment Group
Howard & Elaine Metz
Joseph Monahan
Monahan Law Group, LLC
Robert & Christine Moran
Chris & Karen Nard 

Anik, Rachna, Mishika and 
   Namrita Narula 
Martin & Marjorie Netzer
New Balance Northshore
Nielsen USTA Pro Tennis 
   Championship Tournament
Craig & Michelle Nordstrom
Northbrook Bank and Trust
Northbrook Park District
Northbrook Woman’s Club
   Foundation 
Northfield Lions Club
Northfield Park District
Northfield Township
North Shore Exchange
Northwestern University
   Athletics
Oak Wealth Advisors
Kate Oelerich Photography
Eddie Olczyk
Oliver Wyman
David & Shari Panitch
James, Bryan & Elizabeth Parent
Park District of Highland Park
Julie Pearlman
Jennifer Pearson
Jacob Pearson
Kenneth & Roberta Pedotto
Rocco & Gayle Pesola 
Dan & Melanie Peterson 
Andy & Faith Polovin 
Greg & Cathy Popp
Ches & Gwen Porter 
Terry & Chris Porter
Sheldon & Phyllis Post
Prestige Distribution, Inc.
Kenneth & Janice Printen
James & Virginia Pugh
Maureen Raihle
Steven Rapaport
Sharon Reese
Christine Rhode 
Ridgebrook Travel
Karen Rigg
Larry Rivkin
Viki Rivkin  
Robbins Schwartz 
Carrie Robinson
Walter & Marianne Roscher
Michael & Wendy Rosen
Brian Rothman
Susan Rubnitz
Scott & Deborah Rudin
Richard Ryan
Susan Sack
Jeffrey & Shari Sacks
Ron & Julie Salski
Marla Sambo
John & Kathryn Scheid 
Eugene Schnitzler 
Ed & Mary Schreck 
Dave & Noreen Schulz
Bill & Caryn Schuman 
Bill Schutz
Terry Schwartz   
Michael Schyman
Wendy Seltzer 
Jerry & Naomi Senser

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this list. We apologize if we have mistakenly omitted any donors. 
Please contact us at (847) 509-9400 so that we can correct any errors that may have inadvertently occurred.

Michaela Shaw 
Simon Shtivelberg & Alla  
   Chikhman 
Timothy Siebert
Barbara Silver
M G Simons 
Amrit Singh
Prempal & Prabhjot Singh 
Mitchell & Valerie Slotnick
Barry & Natalie Slotnick 
Scott & Laura Smith 
Hugo & Elena Sonnenschein
Spa Nail City
Rachel Stein
John Stone 
Sunset Foods 
Frank Tenbrink & Jeannine 
   Cleary 
The Bottle Shop of Wilmette
John & Ellen Thomas
William Tippett
John & Joy Thissen
John & Sheila Thissen 
Tom & Jan Tubergen 
Don & Mary Van Arsdale 
Flynn Vance 
John VerBockel 
Village of Riverwoods
Bob Wallace 
Mike Walther
David Waxman     
Robert & Caroline Weeden
Sven Welander & Pamela Bauer 
James Weinberg 
Meade Whitaker 
Wilmette Fire Department
Wilmette Human Relations 
   Commission
Wilmette Park District
Corey & Susan Wilner
Winnetka Park District
David Wolf 
Marilyn Woodrow 
Stan & Kim Xidas
Xtreme Trampolines
Youth Service America
Peter & Michelle Zernick
Carl Ziesemer

In celebration of:
Jacob Pearson
Ben Slotnick

In memory of:
Dan Goodman

In honor of: 
Theodore Jankey
Brad & DeDe Mclane
Barry & Natalie Slotnick
Mitchell & Valerie Slotnick
 

For more information visit our website at www.nssra.org/events.


